[Primary cerebral lymphoma in 10 patients with AIDS. Comparative clinico-radiologic study with cerebral toxoplasmosis, cerebral tuberculoma and primary cerebral lymphoma in non-immunodepressed patients].
Primary central nervous system lymphoma (PCNSL) is the second cause of cerebral masses in patients with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). The present study evaluated the possible presence of clinical or radiologic signs permitting differentiation of AIDS patients and PCNSL from those with cerebral masses of other etiologies. Clinical history and cranial computerized tomography (CT) of patients with PCNSL and AIDS from the Hospital Clinic i Provincial in Barcelona were reviewed. Results were compared with those of patients with PCNSL without evidence of immunosuppression and with those with AIDS and cerebral toxoplasmosis or tuberculoma diagnosed during the same period. Of 685 patients with AIDS, 10 were identified with PCNSL. The clinical picture was not different to that observed in patients with AIDS and cerebral toxoplasmosis or tuberculomas. In contrast to PCNSL in non immunodepressed patients, the cerebral CT in patients with PCNSL and AIDS demonstrated hyperdense lesions in only 44% and contrast enhancement was not homogeneous in any case. These characteristics were similar to those observed in the CT of patients with cerebral toxoplasmosis or tuberculoma with the exception that only 8% of the lesions by toxoplasmosis were spontaneously hyperdense. The clinical-radiological data of primary central nervous system lymphoma in patients with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome are similar to those observed in other etiologies. However, the presence of a sole spontaneously hyperdense region in cranial computerized tomography is more suggestive of primary central nervous system lymphoma than cerebral toxoplasmosis.